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Jon Dienst Updates Tri-State Trail Vision 
with Numerous Bike and Trail Projects 

By Dianne Koch 

City Engineer Jon Dienst visited Tri-State Trail Vision on 
September 29th at the Comiskey Park Center and updated us on 
several forthcoming projects: 

§ The new Heritage Trail Parking Lot on the NE corner of 
the Hwy 52 and John Deere Road intersection will have 
10-11 parking spots. This will be completed this fall.  

§ The Northwest Arterial Trail is currently being 
extended from Pennsylvania to Chavanelle Drive this 
fall. In addition, a new segment on Chavanelle will 
travel on the north side as a separated 10’ wide trail and 
will be ADA compliant. This is an upgrade from the 
previous plan of using sharrows on Chavanelle. This 
new version, running on the north side of Chavanelle 
Road, will connect with the Bergfeld Pond Trail.  The 
Bergfeld Bridge will also be upgraded so there is access 
on both sides of the bridge.  

§ The Mississippi River Trail (MRT), which comes into 
Dubuque from Hwy 52 South and continues north 
towards Guttenberg, will have a loop within the city.  
The MRT travels along the Heritage Trail behind 
Flexsteel. Riders can start at the junction of the 
Northwest Arterial Trail and the Heritage Trail, ride 
west up the hill to the Asbury Hy-Vee area, take the 
new segments of the Northwest Arterial, a right on the 
future Chavanelle Trail (mentioned above), ride up 
Radford Road back to Asbury Road, and return on the 
Northwest Arterial to the main MRT route.  

§ On the Bee Branch Trail from 16th to 24th Kaufman, 
amenities such as bike racks and benches will be added 
when the Bee Branch is finished.  Then the Bee Branch 
Project will reconstruct West Locust and Kaufmann 
Streets with a complete street focus.  
        
                                         (Projects, Cont’d on p. 2) 

 

 

 Dienst then explained future ideas that the city is 
mulling. One would include developing the south end of the 
Bee Branch Trail (which goes behind the 16th Street Dairy 
Queen and Fazoli’s) to continue around the Detention Basis to 
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Smooth Sailing on the  
Key West Drive Bike Lanes 

 
By Dianne Koch  
 The south end of town has a new, 
improved road with bike lanes.  The former 
Highway 151-61 road through Key West 
consisted of 4 lanes with a center median.  
Weather and time took its toll on the road. 
Drastically in need of repairs, the road was 
completely reconstructed over the summer.  
 Today, freshly renovated and 
striped, the new road sports two wide lanes 
with a center turn lane. As an added 
feature, two bike lanes now edge the road.  
City Engineer Jon Dienst said it was a 
project where the city and county shared 
their resources and expertise.  He reports 
positive feedback from the residents.  
 
                     (Bike Lanes - Cont’d on p. 2) 
     
            From this new improvement, bikers 
can now enjoy a longer and safer ride west 
of Key West out to Military Road, Oakland 
Farm Road, or Swiss Valley Road.  
Another option would be to travel south 
out of Key West on Old Davenport Road.   

Explore new bike and foot trails  
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Projects (Cont’d from p. 1) 

          Dienst then explained future ideas that the city is mulling. One would 
include developing the south end of the Bee Branch Trail (which goes behind 
the 16th Street Dairy Queen and Fazoli’s) to continue around the Detention 
Basis to 12th and then wind over to 11th, connecting with the Intermodal 
Center on 11th Street. Another future idea would be to make a loop from the 
east side trail to the west side of the Detention Basin and connect at 16th 
Street.  
    A second project that is in the infancy stage is the possibility of a 
North Cascade Road trail from Cedar Cross Road to Edval Lane to 
accommodate residents in the area, especially since Creek Wood Drive now 
runs through the Tymberhurst Subdivision to North Cascade Road. This trail 
would potentially be a grade-separated multi-use trail to accommodate new 
families moving into the area.   
 These latter projects may not happen, but it is fun to dream of the 
possibilities and good to see the city actively pursuing safe trail opportunities 
for bikers of all ages and abilities.  
 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 

Bike Lanes - (Cont’d 1) 
 With this new 
improvement, bikers can now 
enjoy a longer and safer ride 
west out to Military Road, 
Oakland Farm Road, or Swiss 
Valley Road.  Another option 
would be to travel south out of 
Key West on Old Davenport 
Road.   
 In the future, bikers 
would like to see bike lanes 
marked for connectivity to 
Rockdale Road, the Mines of 
Spain, and Grandview Avenue.   
 Thanks goes to all 
involved in getting this project 
completed. 
************************* 

Advocates for Biking 

Left – The latest segment of 
the Northwest Arterial Trail 
looking north from Chavanelle 
Drive toward Pennsylvania 
Avenue. 

Below – Key West Drive’s 
new bike lanes, just south of 
the Casey’s store. 

 Consider joining the 
Iowa Bicycle Coalition, based in 
Iowa City, which advocates for 
safe riding, building trail 
networks, publishing online 
routes, and lobbies for stronger 
laws to protect all riders. 
Individual memberships start at 
$35 per year. Check out this 
organization and all the good 
advocacy work they do at 
iowabicyclecoalition.org.  
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An Illinois Summer Bike Ride:  

Complete with Hills, Valleys, Ridgetops, Prairies, a River, and a Trail 
By Dianne Koch 

 Checking out more Illinois roads became an obsession as I reflected on past trips.  I wanted to discover more: 
more diverse landscapes, more fields, more parks, and more riverside trails. Illinois can offer much in a mere 50 miles. 
Traveling some familiar roads as well as new roads is always an adventure, so today’s destination was a trek from 
Hanover to Savanna.  
 We park in Hanover, and Kevin and I take off on an overcast summer morning, heading east on West Hanover 
Road.  A long uphill greets us, but the top of the hill welcomes us with the beautiful grounds surrounding the Rocky 
Waters Vineyard and Winery.  We do not stop, but it is definitely on the list of places to visit soon. West Hanover Road 
levels off and then descends through a pretty valley.  The level flats are welcome, but another hill brings us to South 
Derinda Road. We have logged on six scenic miles at this point. Taking a right, we pass the picturesque Trinity 
Lutheran Church and Cemetery as we pass into the Derinda Valley. Eventually we climb up to the East Albrecht Road 
junction but stay on South Derinda Road, heading south to Savanna.  Now on a ridge top, the winding road lets us float 
along easily. The road’s name changes to Scenic Ridge Road, aptly named as the Mississippi River Valley bluffs 
appear on our right. Eventually we pass the eastern edge of Mississippi Palisades State Park and several small parking 
lots with trailheads.  A final descent takes us into Savanna as we take a left on 4th Street, a descent that brings us 
literally to downtown Savanna. Here we discover a Subway and eat lunch. We have logged 20 miles at this point, and 
we discover that the Great River Trail, a former rail trail, is just across the highway. So we decide to check out a 
another landscape for a while.   
 Here, we trade the ridge tops and hills for the river marshes and views. The arched bridge, a quarter mile in 
length, goes over the Savanna train tracks. The ride along Spring Lake is impressive and scenic despite the cloudy day.  
Another mile or so further down the trail is a parking lot of the Upper Mississippi National Wildlife and Fish Refuge.  
A hiking trail on top of Spring Lake’s dikes allows for an immersive experience to see (and hear) the songbirds and 
waterfowl.  We continue biking through woods, a prairie, another woods, and finally an open prairie trail that takes us 
to the Wildlife and Fish Refuge’s Visitor’s Center. We stop in to ask about the migratory birds and plan to make a visit 
in a couple of months.  Another mile or so down the road, we turn around since we have a return trip of 26 miles (and a 
few hills) staring at us. So the Great River Trail takes us back to Savanna and we follow the same roads back for a total 
of 52 miles.   
 Who could guess that so many landscapes could be within such a small area?  Despite the overcast day, it made 
for cool, pleasurable riding and lots of memorable scenery.   
 

New Hiking Trails at Swiss Valley and Mines of Spain  
       .....thanks to Eagle Scouts and park managers 
 
 Several young men have completed Eagle Scout projects for Swiss Valley and the Mines of Spain. So check 
out these projects the next time you are on a hike. 
 At Swiss Valley, the High Ridge Trail is two years old and explores a ridge top prairie. Where the High Ridge 
Trail converges back into the woods, Eagle Scout Wyatt Burger from Key West completed a hardwood forest planting. 
Although small yet and hidden by the annual weeds at the moment, these trees will grow and add to the hardwood 
population.  
 Meanwhile at the Mines of Spain, several scouts were recognized at a recent appreciation dinner for Mines of 
Spain volunteers.  The scouts included Kevin Chase, savanna restoration; Kyle Chase, trail improvement; Griffith 
Apgar, sign and fence improvement; Luke Connolly, savanna restoration and benches; Matthew Barton, new trail 
creation; and Mitchell Allen, new maintenance trail.   
 Thanks to all these students for improving tri-state hiking options.   
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Safer Biking with the Bike Boulevards Concept 

By Dianne Koch 

 Bike Boulevards are a new concept where streets with less traffic are “optimized” for bicycle usage.  Often speed 
bumps, traffic circles, or medians assist in the slowing of the traffic so that riders will have a less stressful riding 
experience.  These opportunities are great for those who fear the higher speed traffic of faster roads. Furthermore, on the 
bike boulevards, motorists are visually reminded that bikers and pedestrians use the road via intersection markings for 
increased safety.  Bike boulevards are marked with the bike symbol and “BLVD.” Motorists would be reminded of bikers’ 
right-of-way and encouraged to be patient with riders. Minneapolis and Madison utilize this concept successfully. Canada, 
Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands also use this concept.  
 City Engineer Jon Dienst asked Tri-State Trail Vision members recently to help city personnel identify Dubuque 
streets that might qualify.  Streets should be of a fairly level grade, be quieter, contain less traffic, and be accessible to 
children and families.  Suggestions included Lincoln Avenue, Garfield, Iowa Street on Farmers’ Market Day, West Locust 
to Almond, Avoca to Delaware to Atlantic to University, and the Mount Loretta–Rush-Cleveland area. Any further 
suggestions can be sent to Jon Dienst at jdienst@cityofdubuque.org.  
 The following websites convey more information concerning Bike Boulevards: 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/bicycles/WCMS1P-083259 and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bicycle_boulevard . 
 
 
 

Grandview-Delhi Roundabout 

 Drivers and bikers are adjusting to the newest traffic experience in Dubuque, the Grandview/Delhi Roundabout. 
Dubuque drivers, bikers, and pedestrians are now learning how to safely negotiate its first roundabout. When school 
opened, several Washington Middle School faculty and community officers assisted in the training and observation for the 
first few weeks.   
 Pedestrians cross on marked lanes that are set back from the actual intersection.  Bikers may use either the 
pedestrian crosswalks by walking their bikes or riding through the driving lanes as a car would. While we are still in the 
learning curve stage (pun intended), most bicyclists tend to use the traffic lanes and seem to enjoy the efficiency and safety 
of the roundabout.  All traffic must heed pedestrian traffic as always.  Vehicles, including bikes, wishing to enter the 
roundabout must yield to vehicles already in the circle and then proceed when an opening occurs.  
 At the old intersection’s configuration, bikers needed to check all of the other lanes, which was tricky for bicyclists.  
Eye contact needed to be made with all drivers simultaneously.  Often impatient drivers took their turns out of order, 
causing dangerous situations. Now with the roundabout, eye contact can be made with each driver individually and in 
order. A second problem with the old intersection was that riders traveling south had to negotiate a stop on the Grandview 
uphill, making it difficult to get started from a dead stop. Now with the roundabout, no stop is needed at all if the 
roundabout is clear. If riders need to stop, they have a more level spot at the top.  
 The City of Dubuque’s website concerning roundabouts (http://www.iihs.org/iihs/topics/t/roundabouts/qanda) 
shows impressive statistics. The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety cites a series of studies from 2004 that show a 72-
80% reduction in injury crashes and a 35-47% reduction in all crashes for U. S. roundabouts.   
 Caution still must be practiced but this improvement will create safer options for pedestrians and bikers. In fact, the 
reception has been so positive, city leaders are moving ahead to create another roundabout at the North Grandview and 
University intersection for next summer.  When the East-West Corridor project, another University Avenue reconstruction 
project further west of Grandview, is finished, there will be three more roundabouts on University.  
 Common to Europeans, roundabouts require fewer stops and starts, creating a smoother traffic flow. It makes sense 
to bring them to the area.  No expensive traffic lights and computer automation to synchronize them is needed. 
Furthermore, accident rates for roundabouts are less than for traditional 4 or 5-way intersections.  When car accidents do 
occur, they are less severe as vehicles tend to sideswipe rather than hit head on. Accident costs are less than with the t-bone 
type of accidents that occur at traditional intersections. So maybe Dubuque will encounter a bit of Europe and enjoy the 
freedom roundabouts can offer once drivers, riders, and pedestrians learn the rules of the road.  
 

	  


