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June 1st Ribbon Cutting of 
Heritage Trail Bridge 

By Art Roche 
 For some, the day was a long overdue reunion of 
Heritage Trail pioneers.  For others, it was the beginning 
of a new era for safe off-road trail enjoyment for young 
families, nature enthusiasts, runners, bicyclists, hikers, and 
the thousands of people who use Heritage Trail each year.  
The celebration at Heritage Pond honored the 30th 
anniversary of Heritage Trail and officially opened the new 
pedestrian bridge over US Highway 52 near Heritage Pond. 
 The bridge links Heritage Trail’s 26 miles of 
converted railbed trail in Dubuque County to the 29 miles of 
marked trails within the city of Dubuque.  Prior to this bridge, 
there were no safe ways to cross US 52 near the trail, and 
there was little motivation to complete the section of 
converted railbed trail from US 52 to 32nd street, where the 
city’s portion of the trail terminated. 
       Beautiful weather contributed to the large crowd of about 
150 people gathered to celebrate the day.  Mark Ackelson, 
executive director emeritus of the Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation, chose to attend our event rather than several 
other National Trails Day events around Iowa because of the 
deep pride he felt about his role in helping to guide the efforts 
of the trail development.  Dick Cade, the volunteer who 
served as chief engineer of the trail, was honored for his 
efforts with an award from Tri State Trail Vision.  Many of  
                                                            (Continued on page 3) 

	  	  

	  

     Tri-State Trail Vision Voice 

John	  Deere	  Marsh	  Trail	  Opened	  June	  22nd	  
By Dianne Koch 
           Birding, biking, and barge rides on the Mississippi, all within a few hours on a single day! Sounds 
like nirvana for the outdoor enthusiast?  You bet it was. After a series of morning storms, June 22nd turned 
into a day of wildlife viewing and enjoyment. The grand opening of the trail included a variety of activities.  
Rangers from the Dubuque County Conservation Board and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service provided 
bird viewing advice and information.                                                                       (Continued on page 3) 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  bicycled	  the	  trail,	  where	  Canadian	  geese,	  mallards,	  wood	  ducks	  and	  pelicans	  could	  be	  seen.	  According	  to	  Dubuque	  County	  
Conservation	  Director	  Brian	  Preston,	  this	  new	  marsh	  area	  provides	  a	  much	  needed	  wetland	  area	  for	  the	  migratory	  fowl.	  	  
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“Our ability to perceive 
quality in nature begins, as in 
art, with the pretty. It expands 
through successive stages of 
the beautiful to values as yet 
uncaptured by language.”  
 
― Aldo Leopold, A Sand County 
Almanac: With Other Essays on 
Conservation from Round River 
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By Michael Loebach 

 Bike to Work Week 2013 was a success again this year.  The Bike To Work Week committee 
decided to broaden the mission this year to include not just biking to work, but other transportation 
alternatives such as carpooling and walking to work.  Over the years we have been asked if these other 
“alternative” modes of transportation qualify for BTWW?  We feel that carpooling and walking to work 
embody the spirit of BTWW, and since there seems to be interest, decided to explicitly include them this 
year.  

 In total, there were 113 participants for BTWW that pledged to ride, walk, or carpool 3,730 
miles.  That is approximately equal to biking from Dubuque, Iowa, to Las Vegas, Nevada, turning north to 
Boise, Idaho, and then back east to Dubuque!  The longest round trip commute was 35 miles and the 
shortest was .5 miles.  The youngest participant was 17 years old, and the most senior was 80 years 
old!  Participants varied from retirees running daily errands, students going to school, and bankers and 
factory workers heading off to the daily grind.  Reasons for participating varied from exercise, saving 
money, helping the environment, and because it is just plain fun.  

	   Successful Bike to Work Week 

Dubuque Bike Coop Now at the Farmers’ Market 
By Dianne Koch  

       The Dubuque Bike Coop offers a bicycle lease-to-own program to those without transportation in the 
Dubuque area.  Now on Saturday mornings, the Bike Coop comes to the Farmers’ Market, where Bike 
Coop volunteers will fit a bike to the rider’s height and needs.  Modeled on other community bike projects 
such as the Iowa City Bike Library, Cedar Valley Bicycle Collective, Fort Collins Bicycle Co-op and the 
Bike Kitchen in Los Angeles, riders sign a waiver, submit a deposit, and it’s theirs for 3 months.  
Afterwards, if the rider wishes to keep the bike, the Bike Coop keeps the deposit.  Or the rider can switch it 
out for a different bike if he or she chooses.  The Dubuque Bike Coop’s mission statement says they desire 
“to build community by utilizing bicycles to promote healthy living and wellness along with environmental 
sustainability.  We are committed to provide bicycles and educational opportunities for safety, repair, and 
riding,” according to their website.  So, riding safety and driver awareness as well as bicycle maintenance 
are included for the new renter/owner. More information can be attained at dubuquebikecoop.org. 
************************************************************************************** 
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John Deere Marsh Trail                                     (Continued from page 1) 

Participants either walked or bicycled the trail, where Canadian geese, mallards, wood ducks and pelicans 
could be seen. According to Dubuque County Conservation Director Brian Preston, this new marsh  
provides a much needed wetland for the migratory fowl.  Larger numbers will appear in September and 
October and again in late March through early May. A variety of shore bird and warblers will also travel 
through during those seasons as well.   

 The next segment of the grand opening involved the conversion of a U. S. Fish and Wildlife buoy 
replacement barge with deck chairs. Rangers took visitors upriver on the barge to view wildlife for 3-1/2 
hours to Finley’s Landing, Hurricane Chute, and Mud Lake.  The highlight was viewing baby bald eagles.  
Visitors disembarked at Mud Lake, and the adventurous rode their bikes back to John Deere, a 5-mile trek.  

 Dating back to the 1940s, John Deere leased a waterfront inlet from the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, allowing Deere to access water to cool a coal-fired generator.  When Deere switched to natural gas 
and no longer needed the inlet water, the termination agreement stated that the land was to return to its 
original state, so Deere re-created the marshlands under the direction of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  
Now with its completion, the trail is to be maintained by the Dubuque County Conservation Board.  Plans 
are underway to link this new trail with the Heritage Trail via road markings.   

	   County officials hope to repeat this activity soon to continue building interest in the riverfront 
opportunities here in Dubuque County.   

	  

	  

 

Heritage Trail Highway 52 Overpass Grand Opening       (Continued from page 1)    
 
the original Heritage Trail, Inc. volunteers from those early days were on hand, and also most of the County 
Conservation Board members, who currently operate the trail.  The Friends of Dubuque County 
Conservation Board and most of the park ranger staff attended as well.  Although trail use was free that 
weekend, many trail season passes were sold, and along with new memberships into the Friends group.  
The audience was very attentive as they listened to Bob Walton, Brian Preston, Doug Cheever, Linda Lucy 
(representing Senator Tom Harkin) and others describe the recreational, economic and cultural importance 
of the trail, and how its development became a new model for other successful trail efforts in Iowa and 
nation-wide. 
 The day actually began with a 7 a.m. bird hike, led by Bob and Sandy Walton and attended by about 
a dozen people.  After the ribbon cutting, dozens of people hiked or biked two miles westward to the 1847 
bridge near Clay Hollow road for cookies and cold water provided by the Friends of Dubuque County 
Conservation Board.  Early afternoon found another several dozen people participating in the fossil hunt at 
the world-famous spot near the trail in Graf, and everyone left with a nautilus cephalopod fossil specimen.  
Saturday’s final event was a frog hike, led by Dubuque County Conservation Board executive director and 
naturalist Brian Preston, whose love for frogs was evident to the dozen people who joined the hike at dusk.  
The event was capped off on Sunday morning with a fishing derby. 
 We were reminded by several of the speakers how the development of the trail was truly a one-time 
opportunity.  If the trail development had not commenced when it did, the opportunity for a cross-county, 
100-foot by 26-mile trail linear park would probably have been lost forever. 
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By Jim Gonyier  

 A meeting of the Iowa Mississippi River Trail Executive 
Committee was held in Davenport on May 20, 2013.  This was a 
Progress Report Meeting since the last face-to-face meeting was held 
in Clinton in the May 2011.   

 Progress reports were provided by seven of the ten Iowa 
counties along the MRT, which included discussion of local trail 
extensions and roadway shoulder paving, trail master plan creation or 
updates, problem areas and maintenance issues, and two recent major 
pedestrian bridge openings (Dubuque’s Hwy. 52 Overpass & 
Davenport’s Credit Island Channel Overpass).   

 Future efforts of the Iowa MRT Committee will focus on 
engaging partners outside the current attendees that will include 
tourism, hospitality, conservation, and commerce.  The next meeting 
may be in November. 

	  

MISSISSIPPI RIVER TRAIL 
MEETINGS REACTIVATED 

	   The Mines of Spain is in the process of purchasing 52 acres immediately west of E.B. Lyons 
Interpretive Center. There will be a paved trail accessible to the disabled from the center to an 
outdoor learning center and an overlook of the park as well as the city. There will be additional 
parking, a shelter, restrooms and a youth group campground. The DNR plans to replace the present 
workshop building in 2015.The northern portion of the property is being planted with prairie and the 
southern is to be planted with an exhibition of state trees from 46 states. If you want to help plant the 
trees, volunteers will be appreciated from 1-4 p.m. on September 4. Purchase and development of this 
addition has been made possible by a Land and Water Conservation grant, a grant from the Iowa 
Department of Transportation, and a bequest by the E. B. Lyons Center as well as donations from 
many donors.  Thanks goes to all who donated so generously to the project.   

        See the map on the next page for details.   

 

	  

PROPOSED	  AMERICAN	  DISABILITY	  ACT	  
ACCESSIBLE	  TRAIL	  AT	  MINES	  OF	  SPAIN	  E.	  B.	  

LYONS	  CENTER 
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STATE TREE PLANTING AT MINES OF SPAIN 
ON SEPTEMBER 4 

By Dianne Koch 

 Early this fall, an exhibit of state trees from 46 states will grace the new Prairie Trail, which will 
be accessible according to the standards of the American with Disabilities Act, at the E. B. Lyons 
Nature Center. Located at the newly-acquired acreage just west of the nature center, this exhibit will be 
planted on Saturday, September 4th from 1-4 p.m. Volunteers may attend to assist the park staff.   

	  

	   	  

Check out TrailVision.org for the latest on 
Dubuque area maps, the TSTV Master Plan, 

archived newsletters, and more.  


