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E. B. Lyons Grand Opening of Interpretive Trail 
 and John and Alice Butler Outdoor Classroom 

 
 August 3rd marked the grand opening of the new E. B. 
Lyons Interpretive Addition at the E. B. Lyons Interpretive 
Center.  The half-mile long concrete trail arcs through a 
newly acquired property, a 52-acre parcel, which borders the 
western edge of the Mines of Spain State Recreation Area. 
The Grand Opening Ceremony featured local speakers, 
includin Mines of Spain Park Ranger Wayne Buchholtz, 
Dubuque City Mayor Ray Buol, Friends of Mines of Spain 
Vice President Charlie Winterwood, Dubuque Area Chamber 
of Commerce Ambassador Nelson Klavitter, as well as 
speakers from the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation and the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources. Local donors John 
and Alice Butler and Norma Denlinger provided generous 
contributions	  along with other local donors. Grant and tax 
monies came from Resource Enhancement and Protection 
(REAP), Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), the 
Iowa State Recreational Trails Program (SRT) and the Iowa 
Department of Transportation (IDOT)  
 After the ribbon cutting ceremony, the group took a 
celebratory hike, which winds through prairie along a hilltop 
ridge and park staffers provided information on the 
America's State Tree Woodland Walk and its history. This 
unique trail is lined with the state trees from 44 states. 
Interpretive boards list the representative trees, explain tree 
characteristics, and illustrate the tree and leaf structures, and 
its fruit or nuts. Several states share the oak tree as its state 
tree, so a burr oak represents those states.	  The same is true 
for states with pine or fir trees as the state tree.   
           The grand opening hike proceeded to the John and 
Alice Butler Outdoor Classroom area at the end of the 
Americans with Disabilities Accessible trail. This outdoor 
classroom is also known as The Compass, which offers 
views of Wisconsin, Illinois, and Iowa. Park rangers and 
volunteers	  conducted activities for kids and adults at the 
Compass. Hikers will find a picnic shelter that offers shade 
and tables close to the newly expanded parking lot.   
 Come out and investigate the latest addition to the 
Mines of Spain trail system and its many amenities.   
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Bike Lanes on Hwy 52 South 
through St. Donatus 

 Bike lanes became part of the 
recent reconstruction of Highway 52 South 
towards St. Donatus. The widening of the 
road to six-foot wide shoulder allows for 
much safer travel on this portion of the 
Mississippi River Trail, also known as the 
MRT. The bike lanes begin at the Key 
West Highway 61-151 and 52 interchange. 
The new asphalt surface is clearly marked 
and will invite lots of bicycle traffic in the 
future. East Central Intergovernmental 
Area (ECIA) and the Parks-to-People 
program provided some grant monies for 
these lanes.                     (Bike Lanes 2) 
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 (Bike Lanes 1)       
         To access this new segment, riders could ride from South Grandview through the 
Mines of Spain park and take a right on Massey Road, traveling down the hill to 
Highway 52. Another route would be to leave South Grandview at Rockdale Road, 
travel Rockdale to Twin Valley Drive, and cross Highway 151-61 at Key West.  
      Future plans to finish the bike lanes from St. Donatus to Bellevue are in progress.  
  Happy trails to all! 
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The Medicine Band Raises Funds for Mines of Spain 
 

 The E. B. Lyons Nature Center at the Mines of Spain Recreation Area recently hosted The Medicine 
Band, which performed their original rock opera It Was a Beautiful Land on September 11 and 12. This 
concert featured 13 songs, written primarily by Dean Wellman, who performed on vocals, guitar, and flute. 
Other musicians who collaborated on the project included: Maureen Kilgore on vocals and guitar; Andy Steil 
on guitar, vocals, and percussion; Tim Connelly on drums; Terri Lawson on vocals; Mike Steckling on 
percussion; and Lakhota Paul Harker on narration and flute.  Mike Ironside and Tim Knautz shared bass 
playing duties. Some songs even included Lakota text, which was then translated into English.  
 It Was a Beautiful Land outlines the story of the Native American heritage in the Driftless Land, the 
hilly terrain of Northeast Iowa, Southwest Wisconsin, Southeastern Minnesota, and Northwest Illinois. Act I 
begins with a tribute to the Indigenous People, recounting the history of the Tigua, Cherokee, and Lakota 
tribes. Act II focuses on the story of Blackhawk, the Blackhawk War of 1832, and the Sauk and Meskwaki 
nations. Act III of the rock opera looks forward the future in sequence of songs titled Present Day: Our 
Children, Our Environment, Our Future.   
 Special thanks go to these area musicians who collaborated especially for this event. A Native 
American mural and masks decorated the stage area. Audience members sat on the sloped driveway, which 
provided great viewing for the concert. Perfect weather complemented the evenings and all of the funds raised 
went to programming and education at the Mines of Spain, and trail, habitat, and exhibit re-construction or 
maintenance for the park.  
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Tweed Rides Again on November 7th! 
 
Grab your Tweed and grab your steed; we are going for a ride! Get all fancy and ride to some of the 
local attractions around Dubuque. Donate some funds to help out Donna Ginter’s Free Thanksgiving 
Dinner hosted by the Ginter Family. There will be a raffle for great prizes and fun by the loads!  
The route is roughly as follows: 
Monks: Get here whenever you like on Nov. 7th. Leave @ 11:30 
Ride. 
Jubeck Brewery: Noon-1:30 
Ride 
West Dubuque Tap: 2-3:30 
Ride 
Madison Park for prizes and raffle:  4-5:30 
Ride 
The Lift: 6- Until your little heart desires... 
 

2015 Bicycle Trek for El Salvador 

 Kevin Schwendinger, a member of St. Raphael’s Parish, Dubuque, IA, bicycled from St. Joseph, MN to St 
Catherine, IA in October 2015. This 450-mile trek along the Great River Road and through the heart of Minnesota is 
designed to benefit the ministries of our partner parishes, St. James the Apostle in Tenancingo, and Our Lady of 
Guadelupe, in Soyapongo, El Salvador.  Your donations help fund outreach to as many as 350 families. St. Raphael’s 
has been instrumental in assisting both medical supplies and ‘seed’ monies for a bakery and a sewing shop in the past.  
This is yet another opportunity to make a noticeable difference in the lives of others.  With your support, this journey 
will be a visible witness to connect with our Partner Parishes in Salvador! 

 Your donations for our partner parishes should be sent or dropped off to St. Raphael Cathedral at 231 Bluff 
St. Dubuque, IA 52001 in a marked plain envelope in Sunday’s collection.  All checks are to be made out to St. 
Raphael Cathedral.  Please note:  ‘El Salvador Parish Fund’ … on your check memo line. 

175-Mile RAW (Ride Across Wisconsin) Begins in Dubuque 

          The one-day 175-mile Ride Across Wisconsin (RAW), sponsored by the Wisconsin Bike Federation, began 
in Dubuque on August 29. Ending in Kenosha on Lake Michigan, riders who could maintain a 17.5 mph average 
were encouraged to sign up.  According to the Wisconsin Bike Federation website, the ride contained 492 riders in 
rather foggy, misty, and overcast conditions.  

 Despite the less-than-perfect weather, the riders eagerly jumped into the distance event.  The route included 
side roads along the Wisconsin-Illinois border.  

 Local Bike Club members such as Ken Buesing, Dick Vize, and Carole Lytle assisted with support duties 
on the Dubuque end.  They sent off Mike Ehlers and Joe Vize, members of the Dubuque Bicycle Club, who took up 
the challenge and enjoyed the day. Both said they would like to ride it next year. Joe Vize said the most challenging 
part of the day psychologically was between miles 100 and 125. “Then the last forty or so miles just few by,” he 
reported. Ehlers and Vize clocked times of 10-1/2 hours and 11 hours respectively, excellent times for such an 
extreme sporting event and their first time at this particular marathon on wheels. 

	  

	  


