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Vote “YES” for the Land and Water 

Legacy Referendum! 

 

 

 

Land and Water Legacy Bond Referendum Vote, 

Endorsed by TSTV, Set for Nov. 2 

 
      Next week a vote will take place to allow funding for county 

park and trail improvements set forth by the Dubuque County 

Conservation Master Plan. This referendum is endorsed by Tri-

State Trail Vision along with 27 other area organizations. Art 

Roche, Tri-State Trail Vision Board Member, is the Dubuque 

County Land and Water Legacy Chair and explains the details 

here.  

Dubuque Count Land and Water Legacy 
By Art Roche 

In the beginning was Dubuque County. That is to say, the 

beautiful land that we now know as Dubuque County has been 

here all along, even before they decided to draw a line around it in 

1834 and call it Dubuque County.  All the beautiful scenes that 

you love in this place have been here all along! 

I arrived in Dubuque County in the fall of 1966 to attend 

college, a transplant from Michigan. Early on, I went on hikes and 

picnics at Swiss Valley and even along the abandoned railroad 

line that would become Heritage Trail. By 1981, I was part of  

                                                               (Cont’d on p. 2) 

 

Heritage Trail Inc., the citizen organization formed to 

develop Heritage Trail over a five-year period. In 1986, 35 years 

ago, the trail was fully completed; operation and maintenance of 

the trail was officially transferred to the Dubuque County 

Conservation Board. 

 

Flash forward to 2017!  Another citizen organization was 

considering the possibility of launching a conservation bond 

effort. They quickly recognized that they needed a plan for park 

improvements and overall county conservation efforts before they 

could launch a conservation bond funding proposal. Dubuque 

County Conservation Board launched a three-year planning 

process, contracting the assistance of RDG Planning and Design 

to guide the process, which concluded in October 2020 with 

approval of a 280 page plan: Comprehensive Parks Master Plan | 
Dubuque County, IA (dubuquecountyiowa.gov) 

 

City Trail Updates and Improvements Presented to TSTV 

 City Engineer Jon Dienst and Resilient Community Member Candace Eudaley met with TSTV 

members on October 28 to present trail improvements and planning goals for the next few years.  

1. More signed bike routes through town is a goal for The Resilient Community members. Candace 

Eudaley explained that members are aligning their work with the City Council’s goals and 

priorities by focusing on the On-Streets Bike Route Signage project. As a part of Complete Streets 

focus, the group asked community members to identify key routes and bike boulevards. These 

major east-west and north-south routes were to be routes on low traffic streets cyclists currently use 

but are not part of the official signed network. These routes are to reduce the interaction between 

cyclists and motorists. Once identified, these route suggestions would be eligible for CIP fund to 

pay for route signage.                                                      (Cont’d on p. 3) 

 

 

 

         The signs will likely include mileage and minute calculations to the next major intersection. The 

chosen routes needed to have a good long stretch getting from points A to B. Candace and her committee 

suggested routes. Bicycles would be allowed to use the full lane. Distances and time needed numbers 

https://www.dubuquecountyiowa.gov/176/Comprehensive-Parks-Master-Plan
https://www.dubuquecountyiowa.gov/176/Comprehensive-Parks-Master-Plan
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Land and Water Legacy Bond Referendum (Cont’d from p. 1) 

Heritage Trail Inc., the citizen organization formed to develop Heritage Trail over a five-year period. In 

1986, 35 years ago, the trail was fully completed; operation and maintenance of the trail was officially 

transferred to the Dubuque County Conservation Board. 

Flash forward to 2017!  Another citizen organization was considering the possibility of launching a 

conservation bond effort. They quickly recognized that they needed a plan for park improvements and 

overall county conservation efforts before they could launch a conservation bond funding proposal. 

Dubuque County Conservation Board launched a three-year planning process, contracting the assistance of 

RDG Planning and Design to guide the process, which concluded in October 2020 with approval of a 280-

page plan: Comprehensive Parks Master Plan | Dubuque County, IA (dubuquecountyiowa.gov) 

This milestone was achieved during Covid. That delayed the next step, which was formation of a work 

team to launch the 2021 conservation bond ballot.  Major proponents were Chuck Isenhart and Jay 

Wickham, and they recruited me to chair the PAC, which was a necessary step in the process.  Iowa law 

requires that bond referendum initiatives be started by a PAC, a political action committee. We filed papers 

to form the PAC known as Dubuque County Land and Water Legacy.  We have been meeting weekly since 

June 2021. In those early months, our job was to urge the Dubuque County Conservation Board to petition 

the Board of Supervisors to put the bond referendum on the ballot. Petition is the specific action that is 

required by our law. Next, we worked with the Board of Supervisors to lay out the specific wording of the 

bond referendum for the ballot and get it put on the November 2 ballot. Our third and final task is to deliver 

a 60% or greater YES! vote to approve the referendum. That’s where you come in! 

We have been actively seeking official endorsement of stakeholder organizations in Dubuque County, 

including Tri State Trail Vision. We’ve also been collecting personal testimonials from individuals about 

how important Dubuque County parks and outdoor spaces are to their well-being. Since the ballot question 

is essentially whether or not voters will allow the County Board of Supervisors to borrow money for park 

improvements and conservation efforts and then repay those loans with proceeds from property taxes, there 

are some opportunities for misinformation and misunderstanding. 

Here is one critical piece of the information that people need to understand: for a home valued at 

$150,000, we estimate that the greatest increase in property taxes that a homeowner will experience 

during the 20-year life of this conservation bond is $36 per year, or three dollars per month. 

Since I’m writing this article for Tri State Trail Vision, I can’t very well ignore the topic of the future of 

Heritage Trail.  I know that some people are mistakenly viewing the conservation bond issue as a 

referendum on paving Heritage Trail. It’s true that paving Heritage Trail is one of the projects identified in 

the plan, but it’s one of many projects that could be funded by the conservation bond money.  Projects 

funded by the conservation bond must be proposed by the Dubuque County Conservation Board to the 

Board of Supervisors for funding approval, who will establish a public review board to monitor 

compliance. There are opportunities for public input to the County Conservation Board and to the County 

Board of Supervisors prior to these expenditures.   

I urge all of you who are interested in enjoying the outdoors in Dubuque County to vote YES! on 

November 2. If you need more information, please look at our website: www.Dbqlandandwater.org, and 

especially spend a little time poking around in our Dig Deeper menu item. If you still have more questions, 

please contact me rocheart3@msn.com, 563-581-6521. 

 

 

https://www.dubuquecountyiowa.gov/176/Comprehensive-Parks-Master-Plan
http://www.dbqlandandwater.org/
mailto:rocheart3@msn.com
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City Trail Improvements Presented to TSTV (Cont’d from p. 1) 

         The signs will likely include mileage and minute calculations to the next major intersection. The 

chosen routes needed to have a good long stretch getting from points A to B. Candace and her committee 

suggested routes. Bicycles would be allowed to use the full lane. Distances and time needed numbers would 

be included on the signs.  

 Routes identified would be on Grandview, Asbury, Locust, Dodge, Jackson, Kaufman, and part of 

Rockdale. Future signed routes could be on Cedar Cross, East-West Corridor, Catfish Creek Trail, and 

another segment of Rockdale. Proposed Signed Routes can be viewed here.  

                 

                             Sample Photos from Resilient Dubuque’s Bike Signage Project 

     

Chavenelle Road, looking west from the NW Arterial      Aerial drawing of the Bee Branch Tunnel 

        Garfield Street is at the lower right corner. 

                                                                                              Users will cross Garfield Street and then go 

         through the tunnel. 

 

           (Cont’d p. 4)                                                        

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=175e_lm1ThQhRemXXUkwcSzT0cYpREg1y&ll=42.49220777094801%2C-90.70078&z=13
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City Trails (Cont’d from p. 3) 

City Engineer Jon Dienst listed the following projects and timelines for completion: 

2. Chavenelle Road – Phase I of the Bike Trail west of Radford Road is complete. Phase II is in 

progress. The south lane of Chavenelle is scheduled to be paved in the next two weeks. A sidewalk 

for pedestrians will be on the south side of Chavenelle from the Northwest Arterial to Seippel Road. 

The multi-use bike hike trail on the north side will connect from Northwest Arterial to Radford 

Road, linking to the western segment completed last year. The eastern segment is scheduled for 

construction next spring.  

 

3. Public Access Ramps with ADA Ramps continue to be a priority for the city. Instead of the usual 5 

miles per year of ramp renovations when there are permanent overlays and crosswalk renovations, 

the city has been aggressively pushing for 10 miles a year. Next year, funding will be in place for 

another 10 miles.  

 

4. The presence of the Emerald Ash Bore continues to cause lots of work for city employees. Over 600 

trees and stumps need to be extracted over the next several years. With that comes sidewalk 

replacement. Appropriately-sized alternative trees will be replanted along the sidewalks.  

 

5. JFK Sidewalks are a perennial issue. Jon has applied for a $190,000 Transportation Alternatives 

Program Grant to assist with the cost of building these sidewalks. Public hearings will be held and a 

vote by the City Council will determine if this project goes forward.  

 

6. The East-West Corridor project with the University and Asbury Roundabouts is still 3-4 years away. 

A Request for Proposal (RFP) is in progress to secure consultants on land acquisition and building 

costs.  

 

7. The Bee Branch Trail Detention Basin Loop from 12th Street to Sycamore Street will be built next 

summer. This trail will wind around the solar panel field at the southwest corner of the detention 

basin. A retaining wall will be constructed at the northeast corner of the solar panel field and a solar-

powered street light will be installed in the area for cyclist and walker safety.  

 

8. Although much of the Bee Branch Tunnel Project is completed, the pedestrian and bicycle tunnel 

under the railroad track will not be opened until the spring. Click here for more information, photos, 

and maps from the City’s website.  

 

9. Chaplain Schmitt Island trail improvements are on the slate with several trail connections in the 

works.  

 

10. A plan for a 14th Street overpass for vehicles, cyclists, and pedestrians is also being developed. Too 

often trains block 14th Street, and emergency vehicles cannot cross, so an overpass is being planned. 

 

Thanks goes to Jon and Candace for their continued commitment to making Dubuque a better place 

to live, work, walk and cycle.  

 

 

 

 

   

https://www.cityofdubuque.org/2579/Bee-Branch-Railroad-Culverts
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TMBR Focuses on 5 Years of Area Trail Improvements 

By Brett Erthum, TMBR President 

 

          After completion of the Proving Grounds trail system in November 2020, the TMBR board 

members paused to soak in what had transpired in a little more than 5 years. The pause also provided an 

opportunity to catch their breath.   Since the inception of Tri-state Mountain Bike Riders (TMBR) in 

January 2016, the team has enrolled over 30 regular sponsors and nearly 200 member supporters in an 

effort to improve woodland bike riding in the Dubuque area.   The result is 3 stand-alone natural surface 

bike trails in Cloie Creek Park, Interstate Power Preserve, and Proving Grounds Recreation Area.   A 

combined 15 miles of high-quality mountain bike trails are where none had existed previously. 

  

        With no additional projects on the horizon, TMBR turned its attention to organized maintenance and 

small improvements to these trail systems. 

 

        At Cloie Creek, volunteers kept up with mowing, improved drainage, and managed to build a few 

small drops.   Additional armoring was done with permeable paver blocks on the uphill to make climbing 

easier and to mitigate erosion.   The City of Asbury resolved a troubling area of storm runoff with a curb 

and gutter addition.   This will make the Forest Hills entrance to the trail system much more 

approachable. 

 

        Interstate Power Preserve saw similar armoring of wet areas in the spring.   The addition of the 

Short Circuit trail provides new options for people looking for a shorter route, or a new 

combination.    Trail volunteers cut the trail and then collaborated with County Conservation volunteers 

to construct a bridge.     

 

       The Proving Grounds crew tested their skills on a variety of wooden features to be ridden by 

cyclists.   The Cyclone wall ride, a variety of drops, and some elevated boardwalk provide new 

challenges for riders.    Throughout the year, volunteers maintained the lips and surfaces of the popular 

jump lines and tuned other jumps to appeal to a broader portion of the users. 

 

      TMBR heads into 2022 with plenty of fiscal support from the community.   The only thing that keeps 

this organization from doing more is the shortage of volunteers.   Each of the 3 trail crews are looking for 

more help.  If you would like to pitch in, contact TMBR at info@tmbrtrails.org. 

 

 Vote “Yes” for the Land and Water Legacy 
• Improvements for habitat and clean water 

• Swiss Valley Nature Center Expansion and Education 

• Trail development in many county parks 

• Platform campsites 

• Little Maquoketa Greenway to mitigate flooding 

• Disc Golf Course at the Proving Grounds 

mailto:info@tmbrtrails.org
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Katy Trail in the Show Me State Surprises 

By Dianne Koch 

      Missouri is full of surprises, and the Katy Trail is one of them. In September, Kevin and I took a 

road trip to Jefferson City, Missouri, to spend a few days exploring sections of America’s longest rail-

trail. At 237 miles in length, the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Trail (nicknamed the Katy Trail) bisects the 

state from the St. Louis area westward.  

      Jefferson City has a nice city trail through a beautiful state capitol complex and a vibrant and 

picturesque downtown area that lies on a hilly riverside bluff. The downtown trail leads to the famous 

Corkscrew bike ramp, which allows cyclists and walkers to descend from the high Missouri River 

Bridge trail to the ground level and continue on a spur to the Katy Trailhead. The Missouri River is 

where Lewis and Clark traveled upstream in 1804 and returned in 1806. Several markers along the 

riverside trail explain the upstream challenges, campsites, and river conditions Lewis and Clark 

experienced.  

          Forty miles upstream is another fascinating segment from Cooper’s Landing to Rocheport. 

Cooper’s Landing is a rustic riverside restaurant, music venue, and campground with a great view of 

the river. About a mile away is “Boat-henge,” similar to Stonehenge but made of boats. This is a light-

hearted memorial to deceased boats. Traveling northwest, bikers encounter a finely crushed gravel trail 

hugging the river for many miles. The trailside bluffs, similar to Dubuque’s, provide spectacular views. 

While the vegetation may look similar to Dubuque’s, the copperhead snake we rode around on the trail 

is definitely not a Dubuque feature. We understand from the local folks that a copperhead is somewhat 

rare there, too. Later on the journey, several signboards explain the Lewis and Clark trip, share local 

history, and provide trail info. Fascinating sandstone bluffs are near the I-70 overpass.  

         Rocheport, a historic village, has a restored depot, a bike shop/café, a few shops and several 

B&Bs. Arguably the most scenic section of the Katy Trail is from Cooper’s Landing to Boonville, and 

Rocheport lies in the middle. The Rocheport Tunnel, one of the crown jewels of the entire trail system, 

lies at the western edge of town. Built in 1893, the tunnel is 243 feet long and 30 feet high. The walls 

are a combination of limestone and brick.  

        The surprises and beautiful scenery make this section a worthwhile trip along the Katy Trail.  
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Connector Trails Leading to More Outdoor Opportunities 

        Two interesting aspects of the Dubuque County Conservation Master Plan include: 1) developing a 

connector trail between the Swiss Valley Preserve and Park; and 2) connecting Massey Park to the Mines of 

Spain.  

          At Swiss Valley Preserve, trails would run northeast along Catfish Creek, taking hikers to fishing spots 

and be used for outdoor educational activities. To do this, the county would acquire property or easements 

along the creek to Swiss Valley Road and connect with Swiss Valley Park. An 10-foot wide paved, ADA-

compliant trail would be developed to and along the stream.  

         While Massey Park also would upgrade the marina, hikers would not be left out of the picture. Soft 

trails (gravel trails) would be developed along the shoreline and on inland areas of the park. Another exciting 

idea is a proposed trail connecting the park area to the Mines of Spain, developed in collaboration with the 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources.  

 

*************************************************************************************** 

New Camping Options along the Heritage Trail at Twin Springs 

               Camping has never been so much fun! Nestled in the woods at the Twin Springs parking lot off 

Asbury Road, several platform camping sites have been built by the Dubuque County Conservation Board. 

Sites include a picnic table, campfire ring, and hammock poles and hooks. Reservations can be made by 

calling 563-556-6745.  

         

 


