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     Great Give Day by Pat Prevanas 
 

              Great Give Day on Thursday, May 13th is an annual event promoted and conducted by the Community 

Foundation of Greater Dubuque to support the numerous non-profit agencies in the tri-state area. We encourage 

everyone to consider making a donation to your favorite non-profits on this day and to include Tri-State Trail Vision. 

TSTV has an endowment fund of approximately $20,000. The fund has been in existence for nearly a decade and has 

slowly grown with contributions from TSTV supporters during that time period. TSTV does not utilize any of the 

funds generated by the endowment but rather encourages its continued growth so that at some time in the future small 

amounts could be withdrawn for special projects of matching grants funds. The Community Foundation limits the 

 amount that can be withdrawn from the 5% of the revolving annual balance.  

       In order to donate, go to www.greatgiveday.org 
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           Bike Week is May 16-23, 2021! 

This year we're broadening the focus of Bike Week to 

include biking for any reason - to work, to school, to the 

farmer's market, or just for fun! 

Whether you’re riding for fun, fitness or with family, 

or taking essential trips to work or shop, you are part of our 

movement for safer streets, connected communities, a 

healthier planet, and happier people. 

Even if you're working from home, hop on your bike 

or take a walk around the block to get some fresh air and 

move your body! 

Here's how to get involved: 

1. Register your ride for a chance to win $100 to your 

favorite local bike shop! 

2. Connect with other participants: Follow Dubuque 

Bike to Work Week on Facebook! 

3. Order a Bike Week shirt to show your support for 

local cycling while benefiting local non-profits! 

4. Attend some of the bike-related events in our 

area! Click here for the full calendar of events.  

 

Bike Week 2021 is sponsored by Dupaco Community 

Credit Union. 

 

https://www.greatgiveday.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiQPAMM1DYtatBGI9zvtXeHXgVk6DNiDb_kdYiOp-9Rq4v5A/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/bikeweekdbq
https://www.facebook.com/bikeweekdbq
https://www.bonfire.com/store/2021-bike-week/
https://tristatetrailvision.wordpress.com/bike-week-event-calendar/
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Nature Educators Joyfully Adapt & Share Their Enthusiasm with Covid Era Visitors 
by Dianne Koch 

           When Spring 2020 rolled around, we were already in the midst of the Covid pandemic. Scientists 

realized that with proper spacing guidelines, the outdoors was a safe environment. Nature educators were joyful 

that they could continue doing what they love to do: be in the Great Outdoors with willing participants.  

         Area nature educators, such as Kaytlan Moeller, naturalist at Swiss Valley Nature Preserve, and Jessica 

Carryer, educator with the Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation (JDCF), noted how the visitors fully re-engaged 

with the outdoors. Participation in the county parks and preserves soared from previous years as visitors wanted 

to escape cabin fever. Families came out in record numbers not only during the summer, but parks were utilized 

even at 11 a.m. on weekdays in all seasons, not just the summer. This was a rarity in the pre-Covid era, 

according to Moeller. Visitors came to multiple parks and preserves led visitors to soothe the pent-up feelings 

caused by the pandemic.  

 The Dubuque County Conservation Office, led by Brian Preston and his staff, saw park usage up 

tremendously; in fact, some places had 4-5 times the usage from the corresponding month in the previous year. 

While the trails were being utilized throughout the year, so were socially distanced classes for hunter safety 

training. Preston noted that the early classes filled so quickly they added more to meet the need. In addition, lots 

of teens were taking part as well.    

For special events led by the naturalists or educators, modifications had to be made to ensure everyone’s 

safety. Swiss Valley’s summer camps, night hikes, Gnome Hunt, and homeschool nature study groups were 

divided into multiple sessions. Some events were capped at lower numbers, done in “waves,” became one-

directional, or modified as solo hikes with stopping points equipped with QR codes explaining a nature feature. 

Several kit-building classes, focusing on birdhouses, birdfeeders, and rain barrels, also allowed participants and 

family groups to delve into nature-oriented projects for home yards.  

Carryer also modified JDCF events in similar ways to adapt to Covid regulations. Visitors to the 

numerous parks and preserves often could be independent and easily socially distance themselves while hiking, 

birdwatching, or exploring forests. Furthermore, several trails at the Witkowsky Wildlife Area were opened 

during this time by the JDCF, so that added more outdoor space that visitors could utilize during the pandemic. 

(Our upcoming Summer 2021 newsletter will have an article on this area.)  

All three conservation employees were heartened to hear numerous visitors say, “I’ve lived here my 

whole life and didn’t know this place existed.” This speaks to the diversity, beauty, and the intriguing qualities 

of our natural areas that draw visitors. Let us hope that this continues to be the norm for many years to come, 

that even more residents will be happy to fund these places, and that they find the joy in the outdoors. 

Sometimes the best places are within just a few miles of our home!        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dubuque City and County Bike Trails 

-Bee Branch Trail     -Heritage Trail 

-NW Arterial Trail     -Mines of Spain Roads 

-Bergfeld Pond/Chavanelle Rd Trail   -Dubuque Floodwall Trail 

-Ham House/Eagle Point Park   -Dubuque-1 Bicycle Route (Dubuque, 

              Balltown, Dyersville and return to Dubuque) 
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Jo Daviess County Outdoor Opportunities 

by Jessica Carryer, JDCF Educator 

The communities in Jo Daviess county make good use of the extensive trails throughout the area that Jo 

Daviess Conservation Foundation (JDCF) has opened to the public. One of the most highly valued aspects of 

living in the northwest corner of Illinois is spending time outdoors taking in the Driftless scenery. Whether 

you're getting exercise, learning your bird calls, or simply gaining peace of mind, the trails throughout Jo 

Daviess county offer infinite benefits. As a non-profit that is 100% supported by donations, JDCF works hard to 

preserve land for the lasting well-being of people and wildlife.   

There will be new trails opened by JDCF this summer to add to the existing trails. All trails and maps 

can be found on jdcf.org. 

Buehler Preserve - Birding, hiking, dog walking, connects to Galena River Bike Trail 

Casper Bluff - River Bluffs, Native American effigy thunderbird, conical, and linear mounds 

Horseshoe Mound - 3-state views, overlooks, educational experiences 

Schurmeier Teaching Forest - Spring wildflowers, self-guided tour, picnic shelter 

Valley of Eden Bird Sanctuary - Exceptional birding, groomed winter ski trails 

Wapello Preserve - Native American cultural site, restored prairie 

VoE Trail Map 30x30 

2021.pdf  

 

Casper Trail Map 

2020 with numbers for tour.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View from Horseshoe Mound, courtesy of JDCF 

http://jdcf.org/
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COVID-19 and Bicycling in Europe 

by Art Roche 

Very early in the morning (3 a.m., I think) on October 30, 2020, I joined a Zoom call with the mayors of 

Europe to discuss bicycling.  I’m a member of the European Cyclists’ Federation (why not?), so deep in the 

throes of the pandemic, I was looking for diversions.  A chance to talk with decision-makers in some of my 

favorite places on one of my favorite topics—again, why not?  The event was called “More Cycling for a Green 

Recovery—EU Mayors Discuss with Frans Timmermans.”  Frans Timmermans is the Executive Vice-President 

of the European Commission in charge of the European Green Deal.  In the interest of full disclosure, it turned 

out to be a closed Zoom call, in which participants like me could only watch, listen, and submit comments and 

questions in the chat function.  Panel members included: 

• Ahmed Aboutaleb, Mayor, City of Rotterdam, Netherlands 

• Michèle Rubirola, Mayor, City of Marseilles, France  

• Zoran Janković, Mayor, City of Ljubljana, Slovenia 

• Kostas Bakoyannis, Mayor, City of Athens, Greece 

• Matúš Vallo, Mayor, City of Bratislava, Slovakia 

• Eamon Ryan, Minister for Climate Action, Communication Networks and Transport, Ireland 

 

The premise of the conference was that since the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak, cycling has seen 

an unprecedented surge all over Europe.  The European Cyclists’ Federation has tracked the announcement of 

2,300 km of pop-up bike lanes by European cities, and bicycle sales are booming!  Conversation centered 

around how to harness this momentum to achieve a faster and more lasting shift towards more cycling that will 

benefit the climate, public health, and help deliver the ambitious targets of the EU Green Deal.  October 30 was 

the first day of a new 4-week European lockdown, ending a brief reprieve after an 8-week lockdown. Enough 

context, on to bicycling.   

It was 10 a.m. there, and thus a lot more enthusiasm at that end of the Zoom call than at my end.  The 

host, Timmermans, began the discussion with several quotes from the book, “If Mayors Ruled the World,” by 

Benjamin Barber.  He contended that a local focus on people’s needs can go a long way to satisfying the desire 

for stability, security, happiness and well-being.  He’d much rather talk to mayors than to prime ministers or 

presidents about bicycling.  Mayors then chimed in on how bicycling is having an effect on locked-down 

Europe and how the pandemic is affecting the world of bicycling in their cities. 

Rotterdam:  They have added bike lanes, bike sales are huge, and e-bikes have been recognized for their 

usefulness in conquering hills and age.  (I checked, and Rotterdam is pretty flat, but we all know hills are 

relative.)  The city was rebuilt after WWII for cars—” A mistake,” according to the mayor—but 30% of all trips 

in the city are by bike.  Biking is sometimes viewed as “I can’t afford a car.”  With more bicycling, safety is 

more challenging, and bike parking is harder. 

Athens:  Covid has given us a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity with bicycling, similar to NYC’s Central Park or 

London’s subway system.  We are fortunate that our strongest allies are the young.   

Bratislava:  So many bikes, people are parking on the sidewalk.  “I guess it’s a good problem.”  Euro Velo 6, 

the 3,600 km Rivers Route bikeway that passes through Bratislava, is highly traveled, and its usage consists of 

30% tourists and 70% local traffic. 

                         (Cont’d on page 5)  
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(Cont’d from page 4) 

Ireland: 10% of all infrastructure expenses are committed to bicycling, and 10% to pedestrians.  We think 

distance working will continue after Covid ends. 

Marseilles: Bicycling is huge here, but it’s still only 1% of all trips.  We’re shooting for 3% while Paris is 5%!  

Bicycling budgets are routinely plundered for automobile-related items. 

Some final thoughts from the panel: 

• There is an urgency now all across Europe to get bicycling right, as we return to a different normal. 

• Covid has shown the value of clean cities. 

• We need to disincentivize cars, and we must have an intermodal response to mobility. 

• “It’s hard to judge the need for a bridge by counting the number of people swimming across the river!” 

• Every city of 50,000 must have a bike share system. 

I plan to look some of these people up next time I’m over there. 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

 

                                     
 

Winter Candlelight Hike Continues at Casper Bluff 
by Dianne Koch 

 

        For a second year in a row, Kevin and I traveled to Casper Bluff Land and Water Reserve south of Galena 

on Pilot Knob Road to participate in the Jo Daviss Conservation Foundation (JDCF) Candlelight 

Ski/Snowshoe/Hike Event on January 23, 2021. This event takes place on one of the most beautiful bluff 

settings in the Midwest. We visited with JDCF Educator Jessica Carryer, who graciously answered visitors’ 

questions. Last year, we followed the candlelit trail to the old farmstead area, where a large bonfire was being 

tended by Dave Casper, the namesake landowner who sold the property to the JDCF. He and his wife Pat 

wanted to share this land with a lot of people. They thought it was important for many people to experience 

what they had the privilege of experiencing. Although it was truly dark about an hour after sunset, we could still 

see remnants of sunlight on western clouds over the Iowa bluffs. This year we not only visited the bonfire but 

we also headed south on a second candlelit trail to the thunderbird effigy mound. Our eyes adapted to the 

darkness as we hiked, although we had plenty of light from the trail candles. We highly recommend this fun 

evening.  
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Wildflower Bike Vistas 
By Kevin and Dianne Koch 

 

 
 

Daffodils west of Dickeyville, WI, on Indian Branch Road, April 2021 

 

               
  

Bluebells south of Potosi, WI, on River Lane Road, Spring 2021, prolifically line the bluff for a mile 
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Dandelion Fields east of Mineral Point, WI, at the junction of DD and W, May 2020 

 

 
 

  

West of Gant Road,  

Blanchardville, WI, 

May 202 


