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 Bee Branch Pedestrian Tunnels  

    By Kristin Hill 

 

         The new Bee Branch pedestrian tunnels under the Canadian Pacific railroad tracks connecting the 

upper and lower trail systems are expected to open in mid-May 2022. The walls are now smoothed and 

painted and the concrete floors are poured. Work continues to install the lighting and security systems as 

well as finish the final landscaping. The City looks forward to hosting an event in mid-to-late June to 

celebrate the opening of the pedestrian tunnels with hopes of a community bike ride! Stay tuned for more 

details.  
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           Bike Week is May 16-22, 2022! 

May 16-22 will celebrate Bike Week, where we focus 

on sustainable ways to enjoy our trips to work, school, 

shopping, or having fun. Try to ride your bike every day, 

keep track of the mileage, and make riding to work or school 

become part of your routine. While riders can celebrate the 

entire week, Bike to Work/School Day on Friday, May 20, 

2022.  

May is National Bike Month, a celebration of biking 

as transportation, as recreation, as essential to our well-being 

and everyday lives. May is also when the National Bike 

Challenge kicks off, and the challenge continues through 

September.   
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Steps to Building a Trail: Asbury 2022 Trail Expansion 

                     

The City of Asbury is developing new trail segments and connectivity to their Cloie Creek Trail system. 

The Forest Hills subdivision trail will meet with the Althaus Pond Trail. Development began in early March 

near the Althaus Pond with tree cutting, chipping, and clearing and box culvert installation. The next steps 

include the laying of storm sewer pipes and culvert structures, excavating the trail, adding a stone subbase, and 

finally pouring the concrete trail.  

The City asks for residents to be cognizant of periodic accessibility issues to the local parks and the 

flagging of utilities. Drivers are to exercise caution as they may encounter debris, equipment, or work personnel 

during work hours. The project is due to be completed by the end of May.  

******************************************************************************  

Bike Coop Update by Rob Williams 

        The Bike Coop has had a few significant “behind-the-scenes” updates.  First and foremost, after being 

under the auspice of the Dubuque Rescue Mission (DRM) since our inception, we now have our own 

501c3.  We are most thankful to Rick Mihm and the DRM for their guidance and support over the years. 

Along with our newfound nonprofit status, we felt it time to update our mission/vision (essentially the 

same, just a little word-smithing to help it roll off the tongue a tad easier): 

The Dubuque Bike Coop’s mission is to help build a community that promotes, uses, and values 

bicycling as a viable and sustainable means of transportation, health, and overall wellness.  

We do this by: 

• Providing access to reliable, low-cost bicycles 

• Providing educational opportunities on bicycle maintenance and repair 

• Promoting a mutual respect between bicyclists, drivers, and pedestrians 

• Advocating for improved and/or new bicycling infrastructure 

• Practicing and encouraging environment sustainability  

• We feel that we’re highly successful with access to bikes and environmental sustainability.  We are 

hoping that with new volunteer resources (we need to focus on recruiting), we can start putting more 

emphasis on the other three. Perhaps we can pool resources and ideas. 

• Other than that, we are looking forward to getting out to community events again.  We built a new and 

improved pedal generator during COVID and are ready to make some human powered smoothies! 
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Dubuque’s (Relatively) Flat Routes 

by Dianne Koch 

       Riding bikes around hilly Dubuque can be work, and some bikers and walkers may decide to decline the 

effort. However, relatively-flat paved trail and street routes do exist, some quite lengthy. There are plenty of flat 

routes downtown and around the city to get in a few miles here and there.  

 Start with the Bee Branch Trail at Garfield or 22nd Street. It extends northward to the Heritage Trail 

Pond Parking Lot and is over seven miles roundtrip. From the Heritage Trail Parking lot, ride out to Highway 

52 and John Deere Road West and then east towards Peru Road. Go straight to Riverside Drive to the John 

Deere Marsh and add another 7-1/2 miles roundtrip back to Heritage Pond.  

           Garfield and Lincoln Streets are wide and flat. From the Bee Branch area, a bike ride will be around 

three miles in length. By riding the flat portion of Shiras to the Eagle Point Park’s back road, a couple more 

miles will be added.  

           The Floodwall Trail, starting at 16th Street and Kerper parking lot, runs north to the Lock and Dam 11. 

A quick detour through Hawthorne Park adds a bit more distance and great views. Continue to ride up to the 

Lock and Dam to check out the barges and water level. This route will come to 5-1/2 miles.  

           Chaplain Schmitt Island from the 16th Street and Kerper lot has great variety with the trip over the 16th 

Street Bridge, the ride through the back slough west and north behind the Hilton Hotel, the lookout at the north 

end of Riverview Park, the river’s edge scenery through Miller Park, and a tour to the Veteran’s Memorial, past 

the Mystique Ice Arena, and Catfish Charlie’s Restaurant. With lots to see, riders can accomplish nearly 3 miles 

of level riding.   

 Cleveland and Mount Loretta Streets in the Bryant School area are flat streets where riders or walkers 

can enjoy long ridges on Dubuque’s south end.  

 South Grandview Avenue, another south-end street, is long and full of riders nearly year-round. The 

full distance from Highway 20 to Mount Carmel is close to five miles long.  

Once bikers arrive at Clarke Drive by Clarke University, the going is easy through the beautiful 

campus. Continuing east, the ride is a bit downhill but the variety of residential architecture and scenery from 

the ridge are fine.  

Down in the valley, Kaufman and Valeria Streets provide a nearly level ride that lets riders view 

another part of town. Traveling west on Kaufman, riders will experience a slight incline towards North 

Grandview Avenue. Riders can ride on the sidewalk if they feel that Kaufman is a bit too narrow for comfort.  

***************************************************************************  

Lower Bee Branch Creek Trail Project  By Kristin Hill 

 

       The City of Dubuque is expanding the trail along the Lower Bee Branch Creek and 16th St. detention basin. 

Over the winter, the City bid Phase 1 of the project, which included the trail from Sycamore St. south under 

U.S. Highway 61/151 and along the shoreline of the 16th St. detention basin adjacent to the Alliant Energy solar 

array. Bids came in $400,000 over budget and were rejected. The City is seeking additional grant funding to 

close the gap as well as value engineering the trail to reduce costs where possible. The City expects to be in a 

position to rebid Phase 1 of the project this fall.  
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Fed Transportation Department Emphasizes Ped and Bike Safety on 21st Century Roads   

by Dianne Koch 

          States seeking federal support for future transportation projects will need to consider pedestrian and 

bike safety initiatives for roads, or states may lose those dollars. The Federal Department of Transportation 

report issued on March 2 wishes to “prioritize” safety for a multitude of users, such as users of public 

transportation, scooters, pedestrians, and bikers, according to an AP article printed in the March 3rd Telegraph 

Herald. Projects--including items like public transit lanes, bus stops, bike lanes, roundabouts, and enhanced 

sidewalks—will be favored over projects that focus solely on cars and trucks.  

          Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg indicates that in the past extra lanes for traffic was 

considered the solution; however, Buttigieg believes alternative forms of transportation should be using these 

lanes. He noted that too often non-White communities in large cities were isolated by car-and-truck-only 

options when new roads were built. He wants to reverse the trend of high accident and death rates in these 

communities. Over 38,800 lives were lost in 2020 due to crashes, with the toll of motorcyclists and bicyclists 

at especially high levels. This renewed focus on Complete Streets will ensure that safety lanes are created for 

those using alternative transportation lanes or routes.  

***********************************************************************************  

October 3, 2021 Swiss Valley Fundraising Concert 

         Swiss Valley Park hosted a benefit concert 

for the Dubuque County Land and Water 

Legacy Bond Referendum on October 3, 2021. 

The referendum was on a November 2 ballot, 

and this event was a chance to get-out-the-vote 

for funding future conservation projects, 

including habitat development, clean water 

initiatives, and continued parks, trails, and 

recreational opportunities. Unfortunately, the 

bond referendum failed by 125 votes short of a 

required 60% majority vote. However, the 

fundraising concert was a great success!  

       A perfect fall afternoon greeted the 200+ 

guests who were treated to the music of 

Tapestry as the opening act for headliner Bob 

Dorr and the Blue Mississippi Band. This event 

was the first of its kind at the Swiss Valley Park, 

and Dubuque County Conservation Director 

Brian Preston was pleased with the turnout, the 

weather, and the logistics of the event. He said 

there may be more events of this nature in the 

future.  
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Rutherford Refuge at Twin Bridges 

Adapted from the Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation (JDCF) website 

          The Rutherford Refuge at 9532 East Twin Bridges Road, Warren, Illinois, is a 24-acre refuge that honors 

the nature interests of John and Barbara Rutherford. For nearly three decades, the Rutherfords owned this 

parcel, which they envisioned as a refuge for not just plants and animals but also the family to enjoy nature and 

each other. The land was purchased from the Rutherford children by the JDCF in December of 2020. In 

February 2022, the property was designated as an Illinois “nature preserve,” a status given to only highly select 

properties in the state which meet habitat quality criteria. The Rutherford Refuge joins with 60,000 acres of 

Illinois public lands that meet the ranking of “nature preserve.” 

           The refuge contains rare and diverse habitats for the Driftless Areas, including sedge meadow, seep, dry-

mesic, wet-mesic prairie, and oak barrens habitats. In addition, the refuge’s Clear Creek is deemed as one of the 

cleanest streams in the area. More information can be found at the JDCF website.  

*****************************************************************************************  

                                    Chavenelle Trail Project Finally Nears Completion 

 

 The new Chavenelle Trail, looking west, at the corner of the Northwest Arterial and Chavenelle Drive in early 

April.  

 

https://jdcf.org/rutherford-refuge-at-twin-bridges-becomes-jdcfs-first-nature-preserve/

