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                    Bee Branch Tunnels Grand Opening  

The Bee Branch Tunnels under the Chicago Pacific Railway in downtown Dubuque are officially open. 
Many cyclists and pedestrians are utilizing the trail. The two side-by-side box tunnels (center right above) are 
lighted and one-directional. The tunnels, located at the eastern end of the Bee Branch on Garfield Avenue, are 
part of a large reconstruction several years in the making. In addition, six 8-foot diameter tubes flow through three 
arches and channel water from the Bee Branch. The two bicycle/pedestrian box tunnels will also act as overflow 
drain tunnels if needed. The heavy rains of July 15 presented this situation, and it worked just as it was engineered.  

Riders now have total trail connectivity from the Heritage Trail in Dyersville to the Mississippi River.  These 
new tunnels connect the Heritage Trail and Upper Bee Branch Trail to the Lower Bee Branch Trail. Then riders and 
walkers can cross Kerper Boulevard and use the Chaplin Schmitt Island Trail to get to the Mississippi River at 
Riverview Park. A Grand Opening Ceremony was held on June 24th with Mayor Brad Cavanaugh and others 
celebrating the project’s completion. More information on the tunnels and trail can be found at: Grand Opening 
Video with Mayor Brad Cavanaugh and Bee Branch History and Design or the city’s webpage.  (More photos on 
page 2).  

Chavenelle Trail Completion 

The last segment of the Chavenelle Bike Trail, from the Northwest Arterial to Radford Road, was 
completed by mid-May. All the grading has been done, and the grass has grown in surrounding this trail. This 
connects with the Northwest Arterial Trail south of the Pennsylvania/Middle Road intersection. The new segment 
lies north of Chavenelle and joins the 2-year-old section from Radford Road west. Spurs still head north to 
Pennsylvania and south around the Hormel plant to Bergfeld Pond. On any given day, lots of walkers and bikers 
are now using the trail. This new Northwest Arterial to Radford addition to Dubuque’s trail system is definitely 
worth checking out as soon as possible. (More photos on page 2). 
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https://www.cityofdubuque.org/804/Bee-Branch-Creek-Restoration
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Scenes from Around Town! 

     

 

 

 

       

 

 

Bee Branch Views 
Right: Bee Branch entrance from Garfield Street 
Below: Mural on east exit of the Bee Branch Tunnels 

Chavenelle Trail Views 
Below left: Looking west from the Northwest Arterial towards RiteHite 
Below right: Looking east from Radford Road 
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New Asbury Trail Connects to Forest Hills 
 

The Forest Hills subdivision in Asbury is now connected via a bike trail to Cloie Creek and the Althaus 
Wetlands area. Work was completed in April, May and June. Safe travels are ensured for those residents leery 
of street riding.  

         

Asbury Trail running north from Burr Oak Drive  Asbury Trail near Cloie Creek 

    

Asbury Trail near Althaus Wetlands                                                    State Tree Woodland Walk at E. B. Lyons 

America’s State Tree Woodland Walk 

        In summer, we often leave to go visit other places…far away. However, there are numerous trails close 
by. Several years ago, the E. B. Lyons Nature Center developed a trail dedicated to the state tree of all 50 
states. America’s State Tree Woodland Walk is a handicap-accessible nature trail that leads to the preserve’s 
highest point. The trail is west of the large parking lot and runs northward out on a ridge. The trees have 
grown quite a bit.   
 The trees are grouped and planted by species. For example, several states share variations on the oak 
tree. The Bur Oak is the Iowa State Tree, Georgia claims the Live Oak, New Jersey enjoys the Northern Red 
Oak, and Connecticut, Illinois, and Maryland share the White Oak. Some of the other species are Elms, 
Maples, Pines, Spruce, and Flowering Dogwoods. Furthermore, five states’ trees are not on this trail due to 
our harsh winters but they are acknowledged.  
 Come and take a hike to enjoy a wide range of trees so close to us.  
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Dubuque County Water Trails Taking Off! 

Exciting times are ahead for county residents who like to paddle. Kaytlan Moeller, Outreach Director for 
Dubuque County Conservation, explains that future expansion to the water trail system could allow the 
county’s trails to receive a State Waterway designation. This designation would allow for more signage, 
maps, easier emergency management, and access amenities. The county is unique in that it is working to 
develop three waterways at once. Lytle’s Creek near Bernard, the North Fork of the Maquoketa in the 
western part of the county, and The Little Maquoketa just north of Dubuque are the three focus areas. 
Another unique fact is that the rivers are relatively shallow and require more paddling and steering through 
trickier areas than floating, thus providing more interesting trips.  

          Lytle’s Creek runs through Bowstring Park, a newer park east of Bernard. Currently the creek can be 
accessed via Higginsport Road or Lyons Road with take out at Bowstring Park. Those looking for a longer 
paddle can go to the 287th St. Access. The Bowstring Access parking lot recently was expanded and is more 
welcoming to visitors and trailers. A rock launch also was installed. This total length of this trail is 6.4 miles.  

        The North Fork of the Maquoketa River Trail, starting at New Wine Park in New Vienna, will run for 33 
miles through the county to Cascade. The scenery is spectacular, according to Moeller, with deeply forested 
segments, rock outcroppings, and open fields. Accesses will be developed along this route. County officials 
are looking for input regarding accesses.  

      On the Little Maquoketa River, a 20-mile trail would start at Graf with takeout points at Durango, Clay Hill, 
Herber Road, or at the John Deere Marsh. Again Moller explains that the scenery is enticing and the river 
promotes active paddling.  

        As an added bonus, the county is seeking to develop a portion of the Little Maquoketa to feature a 
“Paddle/Pedal” segment. This method allows for one vehicle rather than two. Bikers could drop off and 
secure their bike at the Clay Hill and Heritage Trail intersection. The bike would act as the return vehicle. 
Paddlers would then drive their kayaks to Graf, jump on the river, and get out at Clay Hill, pedal back to Graf 
and get their vehicle and return to Clay Hill to pick up the kayak.  

        More information can be found at: County Conservation Info and Detailed Paddling Info and Feedback 
Opportunities. Moeller encourages everyone to paddle, give feedback, and help create the water trails you 
want.  

***********************************************************************************  

Paddle Maps & App  
From Dubuque County Conservation 

Input from the public about these rivers is critical to the success of planning for this water trail effort. Check 
out the app below or visit  paddle-stantec.hub.arcgis.com . We hope you visit each one of the three rivers!  
 
You can help our planning effort in June and July by using these rivers and providing feedback. Plan your trip 
to kayak, fish or simply watch the water on Lytle, Little Maquoketa and North Fork Maquoketa! See 
our  Paddle App  to download paddling maps, enter points on our interactive map and complete a quick 
online survey after your visit. 

https://www.dubuquecountyiowa.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=595
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/adeec8e279db484084751d20179d912b
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/adeec8e279db484084751d20179d912b
https://paddle-stantec.hub.arcgis.com/
https://paddle-stantec.hub.arcgis.com/
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Mobile Bike Library       
on the Move       
Spotted at a Farmers’ 
Market on a recent 
Saturday, Tim Hitzler 
brought the library to the 
crowds. The Carnegie Stout 
Public Library added a bike 
mobile to its outreach 
program in 2019. While 
Covid delayed its usage in 
the beginning, now Hitzler is 
making the rounds with 
stops at the Farmer’s Market 
and other community 
events. A variation of the bus bookmobile of our childhoods, a beloved feature of warm summer days and the 
chance to read new books, the bike mobile has a 3-wheeled frame with a large box sitting on a flat space 
behind the seat. The box sides swing open to display shelved books. Patrons can come to visit, make their 
reading selections, and Hitzler checks out the materials. He also goes to nursing homes and care facilities too, 
although in winter he does not bike. The bike bookmobile brings the library to citizens and highlights another 
way to bring bicycle creativity and presence to the community.  

*********************************************************************************** 

Proposed Mountain Bike Trail Map for Chestnut Mountain – Courtesy of TMBR Facebook Page        
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Easy In, Easy Out – Improved Kayak Landings 

Splash! Three times in three days! My brother-in-law, who has never had trouble getting into his 
fishing kayak before, fell while attempting to access a new lake in Missouri. The rocky terrain and steep dip in 
the water created challenges that he hadn’t experienced before with other lakes. What he needs is a better 
way to get into his kayak.  

Kayak landing docks are becoming the norm in several areas. With the older docks, kayakers pull the 
kayak up besides the dock and get in as gingerly as possible. However, some chute and roller style landing 
docks bring the kayak out of the water, allow for loading, and guiding themselves into the water, making 
kayaking much more pleasurable. In Galena, a sliding chute style landing assisted kayak enthusiasts. Recently 
on a trip to Hancock, Michigan, we saw the roller-style chute with extra bars and transfer seats to help 
wheelchair kayakers gain access. These improvements will help with the trickiest part of any kayak trip: the 
getting in and getting out. Perhaps more friendly dock access designs will avoid the danger of falling in three 
days in a row.  

Below: Kayak landing in Hancock, MI           ************************************************** 

TMBR Trails Always Active 

        The Tri-State Mountain Bike Riders (TMBR) has an impressive 
list of accomplishments in the Dubuque area during its short 
existence. The Cloie Creek Trail in Asbury, the Interstate Power 
Preserve south of Dubuque, and the Proving Grounds out by John 
Deere provide riders with a variety of terrains and challenges. Now 
plans are underway for developing trails at Chestnut Mountain 
south of Galena. See the attached map from their Facebook page.  
       In addition, they sponsored fun races for elementary kids and 
offer middle and high school racing team opportunities. In the 
future, TMBR will be providing mountain bike skill clinics. Stay 
abreast with these activities via their Facebook page and join in the 
fun.  
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City Bike Trails Around the Midwest 

 On recent vacations, Kevin and I also searched out city bike trails. We have found some awesome 
trails in unexpected places. Do a Google Images tour of each place to view trail scenes from each city.  

Grand Forks, North Dakota, built the Grand Forks Greenway, a 2200-acre park area below a new 
floodwall after a devastating 1997 flood. The Red River of the North and the Red Lake River merge at Grand 
Forks. To avoid future floods, the city built earthen dikes and installed a massive yet very attractive wall. 
Inside the river corridor, over 20 miles of trails edge the rivers. At least five bridges cross the rivers and offer 
the chance for shorter rides. Trees, picnic grounds, disk golf, playgrounds, art sculptures, a swim pool, and 
prairies fill this corridor, drawing lots of families.  

Sioux Falls, South Dakota, developed a 20-mile trail around its perimeter. Starting at the city water 
falls, the trail meanders south through the downtown natural falls and a long line of city parks along the Big 
Sioux River. While the first eight miles are the prettiest, the rest is still worth the trip. The highlight was 
finding the trail that crossed a very high 500-foot long concrete spillway/waterfall. A bike trail bridge crosses 
this engineering marvel so riders can feel the spray and be right in the middle of the waterfall.  

Brookings, South Dakota, developed the Dakota Nature Preserve, a 135-acre park that once was the 
location of the city landfill and rock quarries. When renovations were completed, the Dakota Nature Preserve 
has soil layers over the landfill and prairies were planted over the top. The quarries filled in with water and are 
now ponds and marshes. A unique feature is that almost all the trails are paved, allowing for paved biking but 
also wheelchair accessibility to all parts of the park. The preserve trails connect to Brookings’ streets. A 
beautiful nature center and a robust ranger program rounds out the park and guarantees lots of use. A day in 
June this year had several groups of 8 to 10-year-olds sporting fishing poles, fishing supply bags, and water 
bottles.  

Last summer, we visited La Fayette, Indiana, and found a downtown city trail that edged the Wabash 
River and then ran up into the hilly Happy Hollow Park. Lots of twists and turns made for an interesting ride. 
Later, riders can head back towards downtown but veer west to tour the Purdue University campus. Lots of 
food stops make this an enjoyable ride as well. 

Another spot we recommend is Marquette, Michigan, where the eastern side of the trail touches 
Lake Superior. The southern portion of the city trail includes parts of the 47-mile Iron Ore Trail, but the city 
has also developed trails through its downtown streets and parks. Highlights include two lighthouses, views 
of two ore-loading docks for freighters, and Picnic Rocks in Lake Superior. Presque Isle Park at the trail’s 
northernmost border has grand views, interesting rock cliffs and shore edges, and the massive Black Rocks 
area where visitors can walk, climb, or just sit on these flat rocks and view the waves. The city trails are well-
marked and easy to follow.  

While several Iowa towns have developed impressive city trails—like Dubuque, the Quad Cities, Cedar 
Falls/Waterloo, Cedar Rapids and Des Moines—it is fun to travel with bikes to these further destinations and 
see how cities have managed to build recreational opportunities with the challenges of existing terrain, 
infrastructure, natural features, and buildings.  

 


